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SUBJECT: MATTING FOR ARGENTINE ANTARCTIC LANDING FIELD 
REF: STATE 088353 

1. NSF AND DEPT. EXTREMELY PLEASED THAT RUNWAY MATTING 
HAS BEEN LOCATED AS REPORTED IN REFTEL, AND NOW COMPLETING 
ON PRIORITY BASIS, WITH PARTICIPATION OF EMBASSY SCICOUNS, 
PREPARATION AND REVIEW OF NEGOTIATING DRAFT AGREEMENT 
FOR DISCUSSION WITH ARGENTINES AT SUCH TIME AS EMBASSY 
DEEMS APPROPRIATE. DRAFT WILL BE TRANSMITTED FOR EMBASSY 
REVIEW AND COMMENT ON COMPLETION OF PREPARATION HERE. 

2. NSF AND DEPT. VISUALIZE THAT FOLLOWING DEVELOPMENT OF 
DRAFT, EMBASSY WILL APPROACH ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT 
REGARDING SETTING TIME AND PLACE FOR DIRECT DISCUSSIONS 
WHICH COULD BE HELD IN EITHER WASHINGTON OR BUENOS AIRES. 

IN MEANTIME, EMBASSY IS AUTHORIZED, IF IT DEEMS APPROPRIATE, 
TO ADVISE ARGENTINE AUTHORITIES ON LOW KEY BASIS THAT 
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SUITABLE AMOUNT OF RUNWAY MATTING APPEARS TO BE AVAILABLE, 
AND THAT PREPARATIONS LOOKING TOWARD EARLY DISCUSSION 
OF SUITABLE AGREEMENT UNDERWAY IN WASHINGTON. REFERENCE 
TO CONDITIONS OUTLINED IN REFTEL SHOULD BE AVOIDED SINCE 
TAKEN OUT OF CONTEXT OF OVERALL AGREEMENT UNDER 
PREPARATION AND OF LEGAL AND POLICY REQUIREMENTS WHICH 
MAKE THESE NECESSARY. CONDITIONS COULD APPEAR TO 
ARGENTINES TO BE UNDULY RIGOROUS . RUSH 
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